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The content of the Journal shall be academic discourse which promotes and illuminates community dialogue. Appropriate topics of submissions include but are
not limited to the secular critique of religion, inter religious dialogue, the interpretation of sacred texts, the interaction of religion and society, the validation of ethical
discernment, and issues of race, gender, and class.
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Note from the Editors
Over the past semester, we, the editors of the 2011 Denison Journal of Religion,
OH]LZWLU[HNYLH[KLHSVM[PTLKPZJ\ZZPUNZLSLJ[PUNHUKWYVVÄUN[OLLZZH`ZWYPU[LK
in the following pages. While the process was by no means an easy one, we jumped
the hurtles of missed deadlines, lost attachments and differing opinions in hope that
the end product would be well worth the work. It was therefore with great relief and
joy that we sent this issue to the printer at long last. We believe the resulting publica[PVUHJJ\YH[LS`YLÅLJ[ZUV[VUS`[OPZKLWHY[TLU[»ZKLKPJH[PVU[VZJOVSHYS`L_JLSSLUJL
but also the type of diverse and provocative theological thinking we value. In short,
it was worth the wait.
The essay by Kimberly Humphrey grounds itself in the harsh realities of the poverty
stricken cities of Guatemala where traditional hierarchical theology has caused great
harm to the people. Humphrey, then, points to the liberation theology of Gustavo as
a promising catalyst for much needed justice and liberation. Centered on the book of
.LULZPZ,SLHUVY:^LUZZVU»Z^VYRVMMLYZHUHS[LYUH[P]LYLHKPUNVM(IYHOHTHZUV[VUS`
[OLÄYZ[WH[YPHYJOVM[OLWLVWSL0ZYHLSI\[HSZV[OLÄYZ[L_HTWSLVMHWYVWOL[PU[OL6SK
;LZ[HTLU[)`[YHJPUN(IYHOHT»ZL]LYL]VS]PUNYLSH[PVUZOPW^P[O@HO^LO:^LUZZVU
PKLU[PÄLZJLU[YHS[LUHU[ZVMWYVWOL[PJTPUPZ[Y`HUKWV^LYM\SMHP[O:[LWWPUNV\[ZPKLVM
[OL1\KLV*OYPZ[PHU[YHKP[PVU6SP]PH*V_»ZZ[\K`KL[HPSZ[OLYLSH[PVUZOPWIL[^LLUMLTHSL
power and the Classical and Vedic forms of Hinduism. In this piece she examines
[OLZVJPHSPTWSPJH[PVUZVM[OLWLYPVKZ»\UKLYZ[HUKPUNZVMMLTHSLWV^LYHUKHY[PJ\SH[LZ
[OLYLSPNPV\ZHUKZVJPHSYVSLZVM^VTLUK\YPUN[OL[^VWLYPVKZ4VYLIYVHKS`*V_»Z
essay is a commentary on how religious constructions and understandings affect the
KHPS`ZVJPHSSP]LZVMP[ZWYHJ[P[PVULYZ6SP]PH+L7YL[LY»ZWPLJLWYLZLU[ZHUV[OLYMLTPUPZ[
perspective of religious tradition by focusing on the biblical characters of Sarah and
Rebekah as examples of strong, active women in the book of Genesis. In this piece,
+L7YL[LYJSVZLS`L_HTPULZ[OL[L_[OPNOSPNO[PUNZWLJPÄJL]LU[Z[OH[KLTVUZ[YH[L[OLZL
^VTLU»ZZ\I]LYZPVUVM[OLWH[YPHYJOHSVYKLY;OLQV\YUHS»ZÄUHSWHWLYI`)YVY>LSHUKLY
takes on a critical perspective of religious study through modernity and the Axial Age
in relation to religious understanding and social norms. Welander acknowledges
the precarious nature of modernity and impresses upon the reader the importance of
ÄUKPUNHJVTTVUHSP[`\WVU^OPJOO\THUP[`JHUYLS`
Each of these essays provides thoughtful critique and analysis of issues that are
applicable to modern experience. Further, we believe each piece also shows promising
work towards solutions for the theological and social problems they discuss.
>LOVWL[OH[`V\LUQV`[OPZ`LHY»Z+LUPZVU1V\YUHSVM9LSPNPVU
Grace and peace,
Eleanor Swensson, Senior Editor
Kimberly Humphrey, Junior Editor
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